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CINTO VIN

Social Learning Theory and the Role Model Theory to add the issue of the impact
teachers have as role models regarding the development of the entrepreneurial intentions of their
students. We also tested whether this impact varies based on the students’ learning styles. We have
selected some Institutions in Kerala for the sample. Students with converging learning styles have a
significantly higher increase in entrepreneurial intentions when teachers with entrepreneurial experience
taught the course. For the other students, the teachers” entrepreneurial experience does not influence the
formation of entrepreneurial intentions. To the best of the knowledge of the authors, this is the first time
that empirical research considers the effect of both a teacher’s entrepreneurial experience and the
students’ learning style when evaluating the impact of entrepreneurship education programs
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Introduction

Entreprencurship Education Programs (EEP) have seen an exponential increase in popularity over past
number of years (Katz, 2003: Kuratko, 2005; Solomon, 2007) and the discussion surrounding their
impact is of great interest (Duval-Couetil, 2013; Rideout & Gray, 2013: Martin ¢t al., 2013; Bac et al..
2014). These programs usually use an experiential approach to the teaching-learning process (Sherman
et al.. 2008) and may focus on helping participants to develop their own enterprise or entrepreneurial
skills (Kirby, 2007). In this sense, ELP are expected to increase students” entrepreneurial intentions (I3ae
et al., 2014), although their effectiveness is still questioned (Rideout & Gray, 2013).

An educational program is fundamentally driven by the teachers’ orientation and perspective (Fiet,
2001); nevertheless, entrepreneurship teachers remain an under-researched group (Bae et al., 2014). For
example, there is an open debate as to whether teachers need to have experienced the entrepreneurial
process themselves in order to be able to teach it (Hindle, 2007). Professors with entrepreneurial
experience are valued in EEP, despite the absence of theoretical or empirical evidence. They bring “real-
life” examples to the classroom. We will argue that these teachers became role models and that it could
play an important role in the learning process (Lashley & Barron, 2006).

xamined without taking students into account. Moreover,
10t be considered a homogenous group (Westhead & Solesvik, 2016) and the impact of EEP
y ent based on their motivation and team behaviour (IIytti et al., 2010) or their gender
(Packham ct al., 2010), among other variables. Although learning styles have been widely rescarched in
educational contexts (Kolb & Kolb, 2005), only relatively few studies take this variable into account
when addressing entrepreneurial students (Corbett, 2005). We believe that Social I.earning Theory and
Role Models Theory provide the arguments to propose and test hypotheses that contribute to this
discussion. As such, the objective of this paper is to study the impact of teachers’ entrepreneurial
experience in increasing the entrepreneurial intentions of undergraduate students.
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